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Greetings to all supporters and
members of the Friends of Pollok Country Park...
We thought it would be good to
have a newsletter to round up all
that has been achieved this year.
Indeed, it is only when you sit down
to think what has happened in 2019,
that you realise how much work and
effort has been going on!

Grant for Benches
Last year we applied for a GCC grant
to help us to provide some more
seating in the park – especially in the
more out-of-the-way places, not just
round the front of Pollok House. We
received £1,000 although we had
asked for a lot more but it has proved
quite a job to source the wood and
the workmanship to make these
happen. Thanks to Alan’s efforts, it
now looks as though these benches
will be in place very soon.

Butterflies and Blooms
We had a stand at the Butterflies and
Blooms event – many thanks
to Pat and Deirdre for
putting all the work in
and talking to people,
giving out badges etc all
day. The event seems to
have been a huge success
with an estimated attendance
of 700. It looks like this might be an
annual commitment.

Wild Flower planting
The Countryside rangers have been
growing indigenous wild flowers
from seed in the Flower Power
polytunnel. We planted these out on
the riverside and in the Wild Life
garden

The Work Party
The Monday work party cannot be
stopped! Whatever the weather,
there they are – getting mucky,
mainly. This year, we started by
cutting down the rhododendrons on
the islands in the pond, to let more
light into the pond, which is better
for the wildlife.
We then moved on to general
rhodie-bashing in the area, until we
got diverted onto planting
seedling trees. These went
along the river, and in some
of the scrubby woodland
near the cricket club, to give
better bio-diversity.
That done, we moved onto
weeding Himalayan Balsam. This

History Leaflet
Pat created a really nice little leaflet
on the history of Pollok House and
gardens, with a walking route. At
some point the NTS showed interest
in publishing this, but it’s still a bit of
a work in progress. There was also a

was mainly down along the river
where the path goes quite close
and there seem to be acres of HB.
Pulling it up by hand is the best
method, but goodness, it’s slow.
However, we could see some
improvement where we had been
last year.
Tired of that, we started to clear
the Wildlife Garden of years of
unkempt growth. You might say
“Well, that’s wild plants – surely
they are allowed in a Wildlife
garden” but of course there’s more
to it than that, and the thickets of
rank growth – not to mention the
Pendulous Sedge – needed a
serious haircut! And that’s where
we are now.
garden tour and interview for BBC
radio4 which gave the Friends a bit of
media exposure. Pat also attended
an Archaeological day within the
park run by Glasgow University
which prove to be most enlightening
and potentially very useful for future
development
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Woodland Trust Seedlings and Pollok Bluebells

Hi Vis
Concerned for our safety in the crane
yard, GCC provided us with bright
jackets. That was nice, but even nicer
was that Alison sponsored getting
our logo printed on the back which
Deirdre arranged and now we look
very smart. They also help to
publicise the work party.

Renovating Benches
As well as installing new benches,
volunteers from the work party have
been refurbishing existing memorial
benches in front of Pollok House.
This consists of giving them a good
rub down, followed by a couple of
coats of paint/preserver. The
benches’ owners were very happy to
see the improvement and the only
real problem was that it required a
decent spell of dry weather – that
held things up a bit!

We also received a gift of 240 mixed
seedlings from the Woodland Trust,
and these will be used to create
hedges to protect the expanded
bluebell area which we are hoping
to create. The Pollok Estate
bluebells are almost pure native
stock i.e. with very little
contamination from the Spanish
Hyacinth which the Victorians
introduced and which are vigorous
and spreading all over Glasgow and
Scotland. The plan is to gather
seeds from our indigenous
used to buy basic tools, saws etc,
and we now have our very own cage
in the crane yard to keep them in,
which is an improvement on the
previous system.

committee although only members
of the committee have voting rights.
All meetings are held on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month in the Ivory
Hotel at 6.30pm.

Notice Board

Website Development

The Friends’ Notice
board was crafted
and erected by
Glasgow City
Council and is now
in place on the
riverside walk.

Meetings

Transforming Pollok
Country Park
Alongside the refurbishment of the
Burrell Collection, the Council are
planning improvements to the traffic
circulation in the park. They have
held a number of public
consultations, and also came along
to one of our general committee
meetings; which was most
informative.

Action Earth Grant
With the active help of Alison Greig,
the chief ranger, we received a grant
of £250 from SNH, which has been

bluebells and use them actively to
increase the areas where bluebells
grow in Pollok. Some of our
members gathered seeds – a backbreaking job.

In addition to the meetings of the
management committee held on the
3rd Wednesday of every month
(except December) members of the
committee attended various other
meetings including the Friends’
Forum, the Participatory Budgetary
Group, Consultations on the
Renaissance of the Burrell Gallery
and of the Stable Block. The AGM
was held in January 2019 and a
public meeting in July. It should be
noted that anyone can attend the
meetings of the management
Management Committee 2019
Chair: Gordon Blair (until August)
and Liz Corbett
Vice Chair: Liz Corbett (until
August)
Secretary: Catherine Todd
Treasurer: Grace Lyon

Although the Friends’ have had a
website and Facebook page for some
time further development work was
undertaken during 2019 to upgrade
both and to include donation
facilities. Thanks to Richard Leyton
for both setting up the website and
Facebook and for the recent
development work.

Thanks
Thanks to all the members of the
management committee, the work
parties, the staff of Pollok park and
the Friends’ members for their
interest, hard work and contributions
to the success of the Friends of
Pollok Country park during 2019.
Thanks also to the Ivory Hotel in
Battlefield Avenue where we held our
meetings over the year free of
charge.

Members: Alan Melville, Bob
Marshall, Patricia McCarthy, Peter
Gore, Brian McKechnie, Gordon
Blair (from August)
Contact us at:
contact@friendsofpollokpark.com

